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Catch Share Programs:  NOAA Fisheries supports the development and implementation of market-based catch share programs.  Catch shares set a biologically based annual catch limit for each fish stock and allocate a specific portion of that catch limit to entities, such as fishermen, cooperatives, or communities.  The recipient of the catch share is responsible to stop fishing when their specific share is reached. The benefits of these programs includes improved safety for commercial fishers, improved economic performance, improved conservation and sustainability of fish stocks, helping to end overfishing, reduced bycatch of non-target fish, marine mammals, and birds, improved product quality for consumers, and improved sustainability of fishing communities.

Annual Catch Limits and Ending Overfishing:  NOAA Fisheries is committed to implementing annual catch limits to end and prevent overfishing.  Ending overfishing is the single most important step to assuring long-term sustainability of U.S. fishery resources.  Annual catch limits and accountability measures are mandated by the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act of 2006 for all fisheries by 2011 and in 2010 for stocks subject to overfishing.

Bycatch Reduction: NOAA Fisheries recognizes that bycatch contributes to overfishing, threatens critically endangered species, and can shut down fisheries, significantly impacting U.S. economic growth.  Reduction of bycatch is a significant component of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA).  Reduction of bycatch of overfished fish stocks as well as bycatch of endangered and threatened species in a variety of regions can be achieved through technical innovations and improved fishing techniques in trawl fisheries, gillnet fisheries, drift gillnet fisheries, and longline fisheries.  

International Cooperation on Fisheries:  NOAA Fisheries will work to increase international cooperation on the promotion of sustainable fishing practices and combating illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing practices, which have been identified as a primary threat to the sustainability of ocean fish stocks and as impediments to the management of domestic fisheries, contributing to a loss of GNP and fishing industry-related revenues.  


Safe, Sustainable Seafood:  NOAA Fisheries is working at several levels to ensure safe and sustainable seafood for consumers.  This includes ending overfishing, improving management effectiveness, and providing seafood inspection and testing, and conducting outreach to consumers.

The Ecosystem Approach to Management:  NOAA Fisheries believes that sustainable fisheries are best achieved by considering the full range of social, economic and ecosystem factors important to a fishery.  This integrated approach is called the ecosystem approach to management.  NOAA Fisheries supports the development of fishery ecosystem plans to complement the traditional fishery management plans, and provide integrated policy guidance on ecosystem-wide objectives to inform specific fishery management actions.
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