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	Position Description : 

Natural Resource Program Coordination 50% 
Incumbent is a recognized national and international technical authority in natural resource management specifically fish habitat and aquatic ecosystem management. Serves as National fish program manager, responsible for providing overall leadership, coordination, planning and direction for the program. Reports to the Assistant Director for Watershed and Fisheries Program on the WRWARP staff in the WO. 

As a recognized expert, provides advice and guidance on policy matters related to meeting environmental regulatory documentation requirements in the most challenging cases.

Provides technical oversight and coordination of reporting activities for an organization that is comprised of a multi-disciplinary group of land managers, scientists, and technicians.

Advice and Guidance in an Area of Physical Science 25%  

Serves as an expert consultant and program manager on broad fish and aquatic projects and programs with national impact. Consults with all levels of management, headquarters personnel, other federal agencies, and to foreign and commercial organizations in technical discipline, in areas such as measurement and instrumentation, life science, and earth science. Establishes and maintains liaison with Regional program managers, Regional Directors and line officers and works closely with their representatives to ensure that concerns such as proper treatment methodologies and adequate funding are met.

Prepares Reports and Recommendations in a Biological Area 25% 

Authoritatively evaluates and interprets study findings and develops or modifies direction for on the ground project implementation. Performs peer review, oversight and evaluation functions on fish habitat proposals and documents prepared by other technical specialists.  
Program manager plays a lead role in policy development for the organization. His or her activities have a major impact on the direction of USDA FS programs. The program manager must recognize situations when the work being conducted in one area may affect other areas. He or she may initiate action among a variety of interests to bring into sharper focus any deficiencies, inadequacies and new developments in the field. 

Factor 1- 8   Knowledge Required by the Position

The position requires a mastery of fish habitat management and aquatic ecology areas in the biological sciences sufficient to apply new developments and theories to critical and novel problems; extend and modify approaches, precedents, and methods to solve a variety of technical problems with unprecedented aspects; and make decisions or recommendations that significantly affect the content, interpretation, or development of major policies or programs concerning critical or major technical issues.

Factor 2- 5   Supervisory Controls

The supervisor provides guidance solely in the form of general legislative, mission, or policy directions and resource constraints. The incumbent typically initiates new projects or activities independently and keeps the supervisor informed of progress in planning, coordinating, and implementing the work and resolving conflicts. Recommendations and decisions of the incumbent are accepted as technically sound even though final approval may depend on formal action by high-level management. The incumbent has the highest degree of independence in seeking optimum technical or policy solutions to problems in the light of current scientific or developments. Completed work is broadly reviewed for adherence to mission or legislative direction and for assurance that broad policy or program objectives are fulfilled.

Factor 3- 5   Guidelines

Guidelines are basic legislation and/or broadly stated agency regulations and policy statements. The incumbent is a recognized technical authority in the interpretation of such broad guidelines, and must exercise considerable judgment and ingenuity in interpreting and adapting guides that exist; in developing new and improved hypotheses, concepts, or approaches not previously tested or reported; and/or in developing new policies that have the potential to take the organization in new directions. The ideas, methods and procedures developed are on the cutting edge of technology and often serve as precedents for other technical experts, or policy-makers within or outside the agency.

Factor 4- 5   Complexity

Assignments are of such breadth, diversity, and intensity that they involve many varied and complex features, and typically contain a combination of complex features that involve serious or difficult to resolve conflicts between scientific and management requirements. The work requires originating innovative technical approaches, establishing criteria and standards applicable to wide range of technical and management problems and conditions, or developing new concepts or approaches that advance the technology and applies new scientific findings to resource management.

Factor 5- 5   Scope and Effect

The purpose of the position is to advise on and resolve a broad range of critical or highly unusual scientific issues and problems, develop innovative technical approaches or guides, or determine the effectiveness and validity of proposed or current policies and programs. The program manager serves as an expert advisor and consultant to officials and managers within or outside the agency on a broad range of fish habitat and aquatic ecology activities and broad policy issues.

Factor 6- 3   Personal Contacts

Personal contacts include a wide range of professional and administrative personnel throughout the agency, at other federal agencies, in state and local government, private industry, academia, and in some cases the media and elected officials.

Factor 7- 4   Purpose of Contacts

The purpose of contacts is to justify, defend, negotiate, or settle controversial and far-reaching matters through active participation in conferences, meetings or presentations. The persons contacted typically have diverse viewpoints, goals, or objectives, requiring the program manager to achieve a common understanding of the problem and a satisfactory solution by convincing others, arriving at a compromise, or developing suitable alternatives.

Factor 8- 1   Physical Demands

The work is primarily sedentary, although some physical effort may be required, e.g., walking, standing, carrying light items, such as manuals or briefcases.

Factor 9- 1   Work Environment

The work environment involves everyday risks or discomforts that require normal safety precautions typical of such places as offices, training rooms, and libraries. The work area is adequately lighted, heated, and ventilated. There may be occasional exposure to moderate risks or discomforts in work areas.

 

	Duty Station Specifics :

The Yates Federal Building is located at 14th and Independence Avenue, 1-block from the  Smithsonian Metro Station

	Community Information:

Transportation facilities within the D.C. Metro Area include a subway and bus system that connects the city with many suburbs.  The Smithsonian Metro Subway Station is located one block from the Forest Service headquarters at the 

Yates Federal Building at 14th and Independence Avenue.  Forest Service Offices in nearby Rosslyn are also located within walking distance of the subway.  Commuter rail systems in MD and VA serve the outer metro area.  The main rail center is Union Station in Washington D.C.  Ronald Reagan Washington National and Dulles International airports in Virginia, and Baltimore-Washington International Airport in Maryland provide air service in the Washington D.C. area.  

Weather and Climate

Summer in Washington (July to August) can be very warm and humid, with temperatures often passing 86 degrees Fahrenheit (30 degrees Celsius).  From late November to March there usually is some snow and ice.  However, the accumulated snow and ice generally melts in short order.  Spring and autumn are usually long and pleasant.

Housing

Housing within the immediate suburban area of Montgomery county, MD and Fairfax county, VA is very high with new single family homes having a median price of $480,000 to $699,000+ with townhouses averaging $375,000.  As with most urban areas increasing numbers of people are moving further out to find more affordable housing.  Washington D.C. metro area’s system of mass transportation, especially commuter rail and commuter buses allows people to find more affordable housing in outlying areas such as Manassas and Fredericksburg, VA, Fredrick county, MD, and Berkeley and Jefferson counties in West Virginia’s eastern panhandle. 

Community  Information    

Washington D.C. capitol of the United States is the center of a metropolitan area (1990 pop. 3,923,574) extending into Maryland and Virginia.  With the city of Baltimore to its north in Maryland, it forms a consolidated metropolitan area of more than six million people.  Washington is the legislative, administrative, and judicial center of the United States.  Its business is government, and hundreds of thousands are so employed in the metropolitan area.   

	Contact Information :

To receive further information on this pre-announcement, please contact Ronald Dunlap at 202-205-1790 or email at 

rldunlap@fs.fed.us


Ron Dunlap
Assistant Director
Watershed, Fish, Wildlife, Air and Rare Plants

1400 Independence Ave, SW

Mail Stop 1121

Washington, DC 20250-1121

202-205-1790
202-205-1599 (Fax)

rldunlap@fs.fed.us







