I.M. Systems Group, Inc. (IMSG) www.imsg.com <http://www.imsg.com/>   is currently seeking to hire a Fisheries Habitat Protection Specialist to provide coordination support for several areas of the program to conserve coastal, marine and riverine habitats.  This position will be based at the NOAA Fisheries Office of Habitat Conservation, Habitat Protection Division (HPD) in Silver Spring, Maryland.  The position will provide program analysis and support as well as assist in developing national policy and support the implementation of NOAA's climate change, habitat science, ecosystem services, aquaculture, and proactive habitat initiatives including the National Fish Habitat Action Plan within HPD and OHC.  


The Habitat Protection Division of NOAA Fisheries Office of Habitat Conservation (OHC) is responsible for ensuring that NOAA trust resources have sufficient healthy habitat to sustain populations.  Conservation and protection of these habitats across the United States is accomplished through partnerships with other federal and state agencies, NGOs and private entities.  The HPD staff is responsible for national oversight and regional coordination of activities fulfilling NOAA's habitat conservation responsibilities under mandates including the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act as amended in 2006.  HPD also supports a diverse suite of initiatives as directed by OHC, NMFS and NOAA leadership.  


Duties: 
·         Support ongoing core operations and pursue new opportunities and partnerships where appropriate 
·         Support and represent OHC's interests on select aquaculture issues 
·         Track implementation of Nationwide Permit 48 for shellfish aquaculture 
·         Track fishery management council actions related to habitat 
·         Serve as HPD's representative to the OHC Climate Team 
·         Support regional needs assessment for potential development of climate change policy and guidance for habitat environmental reviews. 
·         Attend and help implement National Habitat Assessment Workshop Coordinate implementation of outcomes from the National Habitat Assessment Workshop in May 2010 
·         Lead coordination of NFHAP program across NOAA and  build support with other offices as identified 
·         Continue to build support with NMFS/Office of Sustainable Fisheries and the recreational fishing community 
·         Coordinate opportunities with NMFS/ Office of Protected Resources including their ESA Section 6 program 
·         Participate in regional NFHAP coordinator conference calls 
·         Support Fish Habitat Partnerships of interest to NOAA 
·         Track Reservoir Partnership's current assessment and seek opportunities to address the hydropower program's fish passage interests 
·         Support initiation of the Pacific Marine and Estuarine Partnership 
·         Support interagency initiatives to identify opportunities for increased ecosystem service values in the Louisiana and Mississippi coastal areas 


Qualifications: 

*    Strong oral and written communication skills are essential. 
*    Knowledge of climate change issues and impacts desirable. 
*    Ability to be a team player and enjoy working in a team environment. 
*    Ability to summarize diverse information sources into a concise issue paper or talking points. 
*    Ability to take general direction to meet project deadlines. 
*    Ability to manage multiple tasks and adjust priorities as needed 
*    Strong problem solving abilities. 
*    Proficiency in office productivity software (Word, Excel, etc.). 

·         Candidate should possess a Masters degree or a Bachelor's degree with equivalent experience in one of the marine or aquatic sciences, fishery biology, ecology, natural resource management, marine and coastal management policy, or habitat conservation. 


To Apply: 

Please submit your resume, the contact information for three (3) references and a cover letter explaining how your qualifications meet the requirements of the position  
to jobs@imsg.com  with the following subject line: NOA10011 - Fisheries Habitat Protection Specialist 


IMSG offers an outstanding benefits package including company paid medical benefits and three weeks paid time off. 

IMSG is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 





