[image: image1.jpg]Administration



NOAA’s Project NEMO:  NOAA and D.C. Educators Moving Ocean Science Forward

Pilot Secondary Marine Science Education Program 
Contact: Laura Oremland (Laura.Oremland@noaa.gov) at (301)713-2367 ext. 151.
Purpose:  To help increase ocean literacy and encourage the participation of Washington, D.C. high schools in the National Ocean Sciences Bowl (NOSB) program, the NOAA Fisheries Service Office of Science and Technology developed the pilot ocean literacy program, NEMO. 

Significance: The NOSB is a national academic competition for high school students in the ocean sciences. Thousands of students across the country participate annually but before NEMO, no District of Columbia Public School (DCPS) team had ever participated in the NOSB. 

Program Structure: The primary school is Woodrow Wilson Senior High School, though six other  schools (Anacostia, Ballou, Bell Multicultural, Cesar Chavez, Coolidge, and H.D. Woodson) have also been involved.  A pilot involving Hardy Middle School is also underway.  Teachers meet with their students after school on a weekly basis to provide instruction in the ocean sciences and help students prepare for the NOSB.  NOAA scientists provide the activities for these weekly meetings. All schools meet approximately once every other month for a field trip (planned by NOAA) to teach students about the ocean sciences as well as provide hands-on learning experiences.  The program culminates with student participation in a NOSB competition for the Mid-Atlantic, the Chesapeake Bay Bowl.  Throughout the program NOAA provides marine science educational resources, teacher-training opportunities, and information on summer opportunities available to students in the marine sciences.

NEMO Highlights:  

· First DCPS teams in NOSB:  Three schools that participated in the initial 2007-08 pilot phase of NEMO each produced teams that competed in a 2008 NOSB regional competition.  These were the first teams to ever represent DCPS at a NOSB event.  At the 2009 competition, A NEMO/DCPS team defeated the nation’s top-ranked high school in round robin format and finished fourth place overall.

· Students Exposed to Unique Opportunities:  Students involved in the NEMO pilot project have taken field trips to the National Aquarium in Baltimore, Center of Marine Biotechnology (Baltimore,MD), Smithsonian Environmental Research Center (research cruise), University of Maryland Eastern Shore, NASA (Wallops Island, VA), U.S. Naval Observatory, the U.S. Naval Academy, Great Falls National Park, and the Potomac and Anacostia Rivers (boat trip) through the Chesapeake Bay Foundation.  Students also had the opportunity to meet Philippe Cousteau (grandson of Captain Jacques-Yves Cousteau and co-founder and president of EarthEcho International) former Oceanographer and Navigator of the Navy, Rear Admiral David A Gove, and Greg Marshall, a scientist, filmmaker, and inventor of National Geographic’s Crittercam.
· Program Impacts:  Thus far, at least 80 students and 10 teachers from 7 D.C. high schools have participated in NEMO events and field trips.  In addition, preliminary data show that of the DCPS students surveyed who participated in or attended the 2008 Chesapeake Bay Bowl through NEMO:  1) Over 87% would want to participate in the 2009 Chesapeake Bay Bowl; 2) 43% said NEMO interested them in studying marine science in college; 3) 21% said NEMO interested them in pursuing marine science as a career; and 4) Over 78% said it helped them with coursework from other classes.
