OFFICE OF WATER

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM OPPORTUNITIES

Washington, D.C.

Project # EPA Water- [         ]  -- Nutrient Standards
Project Description: The Standards and Health Protection Division, which is located in EPA’s Office of Science and Technology (OST), directs the national water programs for water quality standards, advisories for safe fishing and swimming, and water quality modeling.  The ORISE Fellow will be trained in the Division’s State, Regional, and Tribal Standards Support Branch (RSTSSB), one of the two Branches in the Division that work on water quality standards.  
The goal of the Clean Water Act is to restore and maintain the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the Nation’s waters, with state-adopted and EPA-approved water quality standards serving as the foundation for state/tribal water quality programs.  States and tribes rely on water quality standards as the basis for:  identifying impaired waters; providing targets for calculating total maximum daily loads (TMDL); and developing water quality-based National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit limits.  
RSTSSB provides guidance and assistance to EPA Regional offices, states, and tribes on standards development and implementation.  In coordination with the EPA Regions, the Branch reviews and approves new and revised state and tribal water quality standards, and develops federal replacement standards, where needed. 
The Branch works extensively with: the National Water Quality Standards Branch within the Standards and Health Protection Division; EPA’s Office of Wastewater Management, which implements the NPDES permit program; and EPA’s Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds, which has responsibility for the Section 303(d) listing and TMDL programs.  A current focus area for the Branch is working with the EPA Regions and OST’s Health and Ecological Criteria Division (HECD) to provide technical and other assistance to states developing numeric nutrient criteria, and to review and act on state submissions of numeric nutrient criteria.
Specific Tasks: The Fellow will be involved in a range of activities supporting EPA’s Water Quality Standards Program, with a particular emphasis on numeric nutrient criteria.  Activities will include: (1) supporting EPA staff in communicating and coordinating with EPA Regional offices on numeric nutrient criteria and other water quality standards actions that have national implications; (2) supporting EPA staff in coordinating with HECD in providing technical assistance to states on developing nutrient criteria; and (3) supporting EPA staff in assembling data and information and developing briefing materials and reports for EPA managers concerning biological, chemical, and other scientific aspects of the Water Quality Standards Program.
Expected Results:  The Fellow will learn about the role of water quality standards in achieving the goals of the Clean Water Act, and the relationship between standards and related core Clean Water Act programs such as the NPDES permit program and the Section 303(d) listing and TMDL programs.  In addition, the Fellow will gain familiarity with relevant EPA regulations and guidance documents.  The fellowship project will provide excellent exposure to:  (1) a broad range of water pollution control technical and policy issues; (2) the process of applying technical data and information to policy development; and (3) interpretation of statutory and regulatory language and its application to state-specific water quality standards proposals and submissions; and (4) synthesizing technical and policy information for presentation to EPA senior managers and appropriate stakeholder groups.
Fellow Qualifications and Skills: The applicant should possess a master’s degree and have knowledge of environmental management, policy, and science.  Familiarity with the Clean Water Act and water resources science and management, with some exposure to nutrient-specific issues, is highly desirable.  Experience with GIS and MS Office (including PowerPoint) is also valued.  This project requires technical and policy analysis skills.  The fellow must have excellent written and oral communication skills and the ability to conduct assignments on multiple projects under tight deadlines.
Stipend and Tenure: The appointment will initially be full-time for a one-year period and may be renewed for up to two additional years depending on funding.  The annual stipend will range from $43,300 - $66,300, depending on education and experience.  

The EPA contact person and mentor for this project is Hazel Groman.  Her email is groman.hazel@epa.gov.  
The Fellowship Program for EPA Water is administered by the Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education.  Please reference Project # EPA Water-[      ] when calling or writing for information.  For additional information and application material contact: Fellowship Program – EPA Water, Attn: Betty Bowling, Science and Engineering Education – MS 36, Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education, P.O. Box 117, Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37831

Phone: (865) 576-8503
Fax: (865) 241-5219
email: bowlingb@orau.gov.

Sam Bryant serves as the EPA Office of Water fellowship program coordinator.  His email address is bryant.samuel@epa.gov.

