demsy
e ¥
2

UNIS

The University Centre in Svalbard

Ph.D. position in Arctic Marine Ecology with focus on
ecosystem structure and dynamics.

The Department of Arctic Biology at the University Centre in Svalbard has a vacancy for a
Ph.D. position in Arctic Marine Ecology.

UNIS provides education and carries out research based in Longyearbyen, Svalbard within
the high Arctic, and benefits greatly from this geographical location. Approximately half of
the staff and students are from abroad, and all teaching is in English. UNIS is located in a
new building in Longyearbyen, with good access to modern laboratories and equipment.
UNIS is a state-owned limited company. For more information about Svalbard please see
‘About Svalbard’ at www.svalbard.net

The Department for Arctic Biology presently consists of one professor, five associate
professors, five Ph.D. students, six adjunct professors and two Post Docs. Additional
information about the Arctic Biology department can be found at www.unis.no — click
“‘Research”.

Description of the vacant position

The focus of the Ph.D. will be on sea ice ecosystems and fjord ecosystems, but other
arctic marine ecosystems may also be relevant. The successful candidate will use a
combination of own field work, existing data, and data provided by other members of the
marine ecology group at UNIS. The collected data forms the basis in the construction and
study of the structure and dynamics of selected arctic marine ecosystems. '

Qualifications

The successful candidate must have a Masters degree in marine ecology. We are seeking
an independent, creative and motivated Ph.D. student with an analytical mind, with a
background in community- or ecosystem ecology and an interest in Arctic sea ice and fjord
systems. Experience from working at high latitudes, using statistical and ecosystem
modelling tools is preferable. University-level knowledge of physics and mathematics will
be an advantage.

Admission to the doctoral programme at one of the Norwegian mainland universities is a
condition of employment in the position as Ph.D. student at UNIS. The final plan for
researcher education shall be approved and a contract signed with the mainland university
at the latest six months after commencement. The application will be prepared by the
candidate and the supervisors.

Employment Conditions for the Ph.D position
The employment contract is of 4 years and includes 25 % mandatory duties.

The successful candidate must live in Longyearbyen. He or she is expeeted te contribute
actively to ongoing scientific activities in the department. It is also expected that the Ph:D.


http://www.svalbard.net/
http://www.unis.no/

student takes an active part in the advancement of his or her field of research, and he or
she must also be willing to contribute to the development of UNIS in a more general
sense.

All salaries are set according to the Norwegian government's University salary scale. Ph.D.
students start at salary step 45, which currently is a gross salary of NOK 355 400.- As a
resident in Svalbard an annual allowance of NOK 26 400.- (Svalbardtillegg) will be added
to the salary. A Social Security contribution of 2 %, to the Norwegian Public Service
Pension Fund, will be deducted from the salary. Income tax on Svalbard is 8 %, plus 7.8 %
toward National Insurance coverage.

Selection and appointment

An expert Committee appointed by the Managing director of UNIS will evaluate the
qualifications of the applicants and perform interviews with selected candidates The
appointment will be made by the Board of Directors based on the recommendation from
the Managing director of UNIS.

Application and further information
More information of the project and inquiries about this position may be directed to:
Associate Professor Ole Jargen Lgnne, email olel@unis.no

Deadline for application is 10. May 2010.
Please apply online by using our application form found at www.unis.no/vacancies

In the end of the form, please attach copies of academic records, a list of published and
unpublished work, copy of valid driver’s licence and other documentation you find relevant
for the application.

In the application form there is a field for having your name kept from public access. If you
require this, you must also attach information about why this is important. Even if you
request public exemption, it will be considered in relation to the Open File Act §25. If your
name will not be kept from public access, you will be informed and get the chance to
withdraw your application.
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